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C ontact: Alison James, Montana Human Rights Network, 406-442-5506, alison@ mhrn.org.
HUMAN RIG H TS N ETW O RK EVENT C O M IN G TO UM
MISSOULA —
Cultural and environmental preservation is a human right. That’s the theme of the
annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebration of the Montana Human Rights Network, which
will be held Friday, Jan. 12, at The University of Montana.
The event, titled “Honor the E arth,” will be held at 7 p.m. in the University Theatre. It
will feature talks and an acoustic set by the Grammy Award-winning Indigo Girls, Amy Ray
and Emily Sabers, as well as remarks by American Indian activist Winona LaDuke. Missoula
singer Amy Martin also is scheduled to appear.
Speakers will discuss Native environmental and energy issues — especially coal mining
and coal bed-methane development on and near the Northern Cheyenne Indian Reservation.
Admission is $45. For $100, people can attend both “Honor the Earth” and a VIP party
with the band after the show. Tickets are available by calling 243-4051 or 1-888-MONTANA
or by visiting the Adams Center Box Office.
“Native peoples should not have to trade their ecosystem and culture for a basic
economy,” LaDuke said. “We need renewable energy. We can either pollute and combust
ourselves into oblivion by continuing to rely on fossil fuels, or we can develop a new energy

-more-

010807coal-2
economy that recognizes our joint dependence on the Earth.
“The state should help fund a renewable development strategy that is culturally based
and sustainable,” she said.
Saliers said, “We look forward to being in Montana and working with the Montana
Human Rights Network and Native communities. We stand at the precipice of great change.
What better way to usher in a new year than to commit ourselves to changing the current
energy paradigm — one that literally strips us of our humanity. Together we can implement an
energy policy that embraces life.”
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